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Pastor’s Pen: Small Acts of Resistance
In a recent conversation at morning coffee, I learned that someone
in the group had never bought anything from Amazon. Instead, this
person preferred to purchase physical items at an actual storefront.
To some, this refusal to buy from the world’s largest retailer might
seem like stubbornness or refusal to “get with the times.” However,
I believe that small acts like this one are admirable acts of resistance in a world that is constantly depersonalized and despoiled
by many forces.
I think of my father-in-law who refuses to use self-checkout lanes
because machines have taken jobs away from actual people. I
think of a friend who has refused to use social media because of its
impersonal nature. I think of the many people I know who buy directly from local farmers, butchers, and artisans instead of giving
their money to big box stores and giant corporations. I think of everyone who plants a garden even though they could purchase
cheaper food at the supermarket. These are all acts of resistance.
Throughout the scriptures, God’s people have always been called to resist a world that tends to dehumanize,
depersonalize, and destroy. In the Hebrew Scriptures, God’s people were given the Sabbath. The Sabbath
was a day when God’s people remembered that they were not slaves. They were not slaves to work or to the
constant pressure to achieve more. The Sabbath was also a day that reminded God’s people that they were
not to be cruel slavers like the Egyptians. Instead, they were to be a people who restored life to the land they
lived on and the people that lived around them.
In the New Testament, Jesus gives his followers similar commands. In the Sermon on the Mount, he tells
people to rid their lives of the small things that cause destruction. He tells people to break away from slavish
commitment to building wealth and power by giving to everyone who asks and becoming servants. Jesus invites his followers to show mercy to those who will never repay the favor and to notice the birds of the air that
the rest of the world are too busy to stop and see. These are all acts of resistance.
Few of us will stop buying from Amazon (I had one of those familiar brown packages arrive as I wrote this reflection), and none of us will ever be perfectly consistent in all our acts of resistance. Yet the goal of our resistance is not perfection. After all, it was Jesus himself who broke Sabbath laws to help and to heal. It was
Jesus who preached, not slavish obedience to a set of principles but a life of love for God and neighbor. Love
refuses to see others as economic burdens; it refuses to treat the earth as a goldmine and trash heap; and it
refuses to create idols out of success and profit. In our world, love is the greatest of all our acts of resistance.
Will our small acts of loving resistance do anything to slow the forces of destruction and depersonalization?
Probably not. Small acts of love and fidelity always look futile in the face of giants. Yet, these small acts help
to keep our hearts and souls alive, and they may help enliven the hearts and souls of others. May God give
us the strength to keep on resisting in the name of love.

Church Night at the fair
Sunday, July 11, 7PM in the grandstand
Music by Livin’ Forgiven

BUMC ribeye sandwich dinner
Wednesday, july 14, 5-7PM in the green building

July 9—”Raya and the last dragon”
Movie begins at dusk
bring your own snacks tonight!
August 7—”sing”
Karaoke begins at 7Pm
Free popcorn, snowcones, and
cotton candy

August 15, 2021
Activities begin at 4:00
Pork burgers served at 5:00
Live music at 5:30
“Joe Baughman & The Righteous Few”
Bring a finger dessert to share!

BRIAN FREE AND ASSURANCE will be with us
Sunday, September 12, at 9AM!!!!
Group Bio: Brian Free is undeniably the most recognizable
southern gospel tenor of our generation. Since 1982, he has
been at the forefront of southern gospel music since first
joining Gold City Quartet, then moving on to form his own
group. Gospel music has always been Brian’s first love,
and fans have responded to his music by honoring him and
the group at the Dove Awards for Southern Gospel Performance of the Year, “Say Amen,” in 2014 as well as “Long
As I Got King Jesus” in 2006. Brian Free and Assurance has
also made a number of notable television appearances, including TBN, Gospel Music Channel, Prime Time Country
(TNN), Hee Haw (CBS), The “Today Show” (NBC), 27 of
the “Gaither Video” series. In the summer of 2014, BFA
was chosen by BBC to represent Elvis Presley’s love of
Gospel Music on That’s Alright Mama, a Tribute to Elvis
Presley with his arrangement of Peace In The Valley. Brian
Free and Assurance have recently won awards at the First
Annual US Gospel News SGM Fanfair. They were, Favorite
Quartet, Favorite Tenor (Brian Free) and Favorite Video Live In New York City.

BUMC DRIVE-IN DINER

September 18

COMMUNITY MEAL
E X P A N D S!

In addition to serving a hot meal and giving away eggs and bakery goods, the Community Meal is
now also giving away grocery items every Thursday. The food bank in Francesville donates 2 pallets of food the first Wednesday of each month. These items are then placed on a ‘shopping list’
from which families can select the items they need. They are then bagged and delivered to each
family’s car. 217 families have been served in the 8 weeks we have been offering this additional

BIRTHDAYS

BIRTHDAYS

JULY

September

3—Kerry Stichnoth
4—Anita Ekstrom
9—Anna Ross
10—Kathy Stichnoth
12—Aden Osowksi
15—Larry Lyons
19—Gary Cooper
20—Judy Hancock
25—Sally Berger
29—Linda Vaughan
31—Judy Washburn
31—Carol Smith
August
3—Stephanie Montemayer
4—Dana Lawrence
6—Steve Smith
11—Avalynne Cooper
11—Cooper Wirtz
13—Alivia Dye
23—Ann Larson
25—Gay Lawrence
28—Meagan Wirtz
28—Mike Osowski, Jr
30—Kay Madison
31—Moira Baughman

1—Mary Whaley
7—Jason Sanders
8—Ed Ekstrom
8—Lisa Ekstrom
11—Marilyn Watkins
12—Kathy Danruther
13—Andrea Whaley
14—Barbara Davis
16—Seth Lawrence
19—Kenton Schroeder
21—Steve Madison
22—Jack Lawrence
24—Liam Dye
25 –Jeff Light
26—Brittany Baughman
27—Matt Beasley
27—Ellen Gerbracht

Anniversaries
July
6—Tim & Ellen Gerbracht
12—Kerry & Kathy Stichnoth
19—Gene & Tammy Beasley
23—Mike & Sarah Osowski
August
1—Mike & Janelle Harper
8—Marvin & Betty Whaley
11—Chuck & Kathy Danruther
11—Hugh & Ann Larson
13—Larry & Becky Lyons
26—Norm & Carol Light
29—Seth & Dana Lawrence
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BUMC Prayer Requests
Carrie Olthof—lung cancer
Hal Zantop—chemo treatments
Will Doty, Beth Kindell’s brother—Covid
Steven & Stephanie’s Grandpa Montemayer—health concerns
Baby Baughman arriving end of August or first of September

